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Front and Back Covers: Bonamia grandiflora (Florida 
Bonamia) is a member of the Convolvulaceae (morning-glory) 
family. It is the only member of this genus in Florida. Its small, 
oval leaves with entire margins and shorter, trailing stems 
differentiate it from the more common morning-glories. Sturdy 
stems up to 3 feet long support this perennial trailing vine. The 
leaves are 1–2 inches long, grading into small bracts at the end 
of the stem; oval with pointed tips, entire margins, short, silky 
hairs, and very short leaf stalks. The flowers are 3–4 inches 
long, solitary, with 5 lobes and 5 leathery, unequal sepals in 
two series. The bright blue flowers sport a white throat in 
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the morning but quickly fade to pale blue by 
afternoon when they close. Flowering occurs 
May through August, but leaves and vines are 
distinctive most of the year. Wild populations 
of this plant are found only in white sand scrub 
on central Florida ridges. Historic records 
indicate that Florida bonamia once occurred 
from Volusia and Marion counties south to 
Highlands and Charlotte counties. Presently it 
is most abundant in the Ocala National Forest. 
Roughly one-third of the approximately 100 
remaining known populations are located 
on protected managed areas. The Rare Plant 
Conservation Program at Bok Tower Gardens 
has been actively involved with the protection 
efforts for this species since 1986.

Photo credits: Cindy Campbell, Rare Native Plant Curator, 
Rare Plant Conservation Program*, Bok Tower Gardens, 	
1151 Tower Boulevard, Lake Wales, FL 33853-3412 	
(ph: 863-676-1408, ext. 2241).

*The Rare Plant Conservation Program at Bok Tower Gardens is supported 
in part by grants from the State of Florida and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and by donations. Program staff consists of Cheryl Peterson 
(Conservation Program Manager), Cindy Campbell (Rare Native Plant 
Curator), and Juliet Rynear (Rare Plant Specialist).
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The	Florida	State	Horticultural	Society	
would	like	to	extend	a	much	appreci‐
ated	thank	you	to	this	year’s	industry	

sponsors:	

FSHS Best Written Student Paper Awards 
This	year	a	decision	was	made	for	a	new	award	to	encourage	student	participation	in	the	

published	FSHS		Proceedings.		These	awards	are	given	to	the	students	with	the	best		papers	sub‐
mitted	for	publication	in	the		Proceedings.		These	
awards	were	given	to	three	students:			
FIRST	PLACE	Student	Best	Written	Paper	Award	
2009:		Kirandeep	K.	Mann,	A.	W.	Schumann,	and	
T.A.	Obreza,	Assessment	of	Soil	Variability	and	its	
Effect	on	Citrus	Production:		A	Statistical	Approach.		
Proc.	Fla.	State	Hort.	Soc.	,	Vol.	122:51‐59,	2009.	
SECOND	PLACE	Student	Best	Written	Paper	
Award	2009:		Francesco	Di	Gioia,	E.	Simonne,	D.	
Jarry,	M.	Dukes,	R.	Hochmuth,	and	D.	Studstill,	
Real‐time	Drip‐irrigated	Scheduling	of	Watermelon	
Grown	with	Plasticulture.		Proc.	Fla.	State	Hort.	Soc.	,	
Vol.	122:212‐217,	2009	(Referred).	
THIRD	PLACE	Student	Best	Written	Paper	Award	
2009:		Laura	Waldo	and	A.	W.	Schumann,	Alterna‐
tive	Methods	for	Determining	Crop	Water	Status	for	
Irrigation	of	Citrus	Groves.		Proc.	Fla.	State	Hort.	Soc.		
Vol.	122:63‐71,	2009.	

Kirandeep K. Mann 
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