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Steven A. Sargent is a Professor 
in the Horticultural Sciences 
Department at the University of 
Florida in Gainesville, where he 
has been an Extension Postharvest 
Specialist since 1987. From 2006 to 
2012 he served as Assistant Chair 
and Graduate Coordinator in his 
department, and from 2012-2013 as 
interim chair.

A native of Michigan, he 
studied at Michigan State University 
where completed his undergraduate 
and M.S. studies in the Horticulture 

127th Annual Meeting Highlights Issue
Clearwater Beach Marriott Suites

Department, and doctoral studies 
in the Agricultural Engineering 
Department in 1984.

The goal of his integrated 
ex tens ion / research / teach ing 
program at the University of 
Florida is to develop pertinent 
information to reduce losses in 
postharvest quality during harvest, 
handling and shipping operations. 
Focal areas include study of high-
value, promising crops such as 
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Well, we just 
wrapped up our annual 
meeting in Clearwater 
Beach, the 127th! What 
a wonderful venue that 
gave us the opportunity 

to learn about the latest research 
findings while catching up with friends 
and colleagues. This success wouldn’t 
have been possible without the excellent 
planning and efforts of so many 
individuals, including our officers, 
members and corporate sponsors.

It is my great privilege and 
pleasure to serve as President for 
2014-2015. I truly appreciate the 

outstanding leadership of 
two individuals this past 
year - Nancy Roe, who 
served as Chair of the 
Board of Directors and Ed 
Etxeberria, as President. 
We now look forward to 
planning the 2015 meeting 
which will be held in 
historic St. Augustine. In 
upcoming newsletters I 
will highlight actions that 
we, your Board of Directors, are taking to ensure the continued success and 
relevance of our Society.

 Steve Sargent
FSHS President 2014-2015

(sasa@ufl.edu)

Dr. Steve Sargent, Professor, Horticultural Sciences
(Photo credit—University of Florida/IFAS/Gainesville/Sargent Lab)

New Board of Directors Members
2014-2015
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tropical fruits, temperate fruits grown in 
subtropical climates, greenhouse-grown 
vegetables and fresh-cut produce. This 
interdisciplinary program evaluates 
the relevance of new technologies and 
methods, including handling methods, 
cooling methods, packaging and food 
safety. Training of graduate students and 
visiting scientists compose a significant 
part of this program. Each spring he 
conducts the Postharvest Horticulture 
Industry Tour in Florida.

Over the years Sargent’s international 
interests have led to extensive 
collaborative efforts with colleagues at 
research institutions and universities 
throughout Brazil, and he has lectured on 
postharvest technology throughout the 
U.S., and in Canada, Central America, 
Thailand, China and Korea. In 2010 he 
received an honorary professorship in 
food technology at the Universidad Del 
Santa, Huacho, Peru. He is currently 
co-P.I. on the Trilateral Collaboration 
Project, the first USAID project to be 
conducted between three country partners, 
U.S. (Univ. of Florida), Brazil and 
Mozambique.

He has been an active member of 
FSHS since 1987, having served as Vice 
President for the Handling & Processing 
Section and later as Program Coordinator. 
He was elected President Elect in 2013.

He is married to Suzana and they have 
three daughters.

President Continued from Page 1 Meet Lynn Barber 
Secretary & Treasurer 2014-2019

Lynn Barber, Agent, University of 
Florida/IFAS Extension Hillsborough 
County, is responsible for educating 
residents on the nine principles of 
the Florida Friendly LandscapingTM 
program. These principles include 
right plant right place, water 
�H�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�W�O�\���� �I�H�U�W�L�O�L�]�H�� �D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H�O�\����
mulch, attract wildlife, manage yard 

pests responsibly, recycle, 
reduce stormwater runoff 
and protect the waterfront. 
Lynn is past president of 
the Florida Association 
of Natural Resource 
Extension Professionals 
and has received numerous 
awards for programming, 
publications, and television 
and radio segments. As a 
Master Gardener, she has 
given back thousands of 
hours in environmental 
horticulture education to 
the community. Additional 

information about these and other 
programs can be found on the UF/
IFAS/Hillsbourgh County website 
http://hillsborough.ifas.ufl.edu/
index.shtml.

Lynn can be reached through 
�H�P�D�L�O�� �D�W�� �O�D�E�D�U�E�H�U�#�X�À���H�G�X�� �R�U��
barberl@hillsboroughcounty.org.

Editor’s Notes...
Here we are 

again. Another year, 
another meeting. 
Another meeting, more 
papers to write! I am 
anxiously awaiting 

your manuscripts. We have a few 
changes this year: Ruth Gaumond 
has retired and we are working with 
a new contact at ASHS, so be patient 
and please direct all your concerns and 
questions to me. Ruth’s replacement 
is Sylvia DeMar and she needs some 
time to get familiar with how we do 
the Proceedings. As always, we are 
looking for volunteers. Most of our 
die-hard Section Editors have taken a 
well-earned rest and we have managed 
�W�R���¿�O�O���D�O�O���W�K�H���6�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���(�;�&�(�3�7���&�L�W�U�X�V����
�,�I�� �\�R�X�� �D�U�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �&�L�W�U�X�V�� �¿�H�O�G�� �D�Q�G�� �F�D�Q��

help us edit some of the FSHS papers 
from that Section, Please help us out. 
Just contact me, Ed or Steve. Many 
thanks to my repeat team members, 
Anne Plotto, who is commandeering 
a group of colleagues to get the 
HP papers done and to Karen 
Stauderman and her side-kick Linda 
Seals, who will do the OGL Section. 
Ed once again will handle Krome, 
while Adrian Hunsberger will edit 
Natural Resource papers. Camille 
McAvoy and Nancy Roe will share 
the Veg. Section. Please remember 
that directions for formatting papers 
and other essential information are 
on the website. Also remember that 
ALL information should be on your 
manuscript or it may not be processed 
correctly. Contact author and contact 

Editor Continued on Page 4

Jan Narciso
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I had a good time in 
Clearwater at our annual 
meeting and I hope that 
you did too.  The weather 
and venue were great 
for the meeting.  It is 

fun to catch up with old friends and 
�P�D�N�H�� �V�R�P�H�� �Q�H�Z�� �R�Q�H�V�� �L�Q�� �R�X�U�� �¿�H�O�G���� �� �,�Q��
this newsletter edition we will also get 
reacquainted with some old friends 
and hopefully make new ones in our 
society.  Please check out the bios of 
those who are dedicating their time 
in service to us and our organization 
to advance our goals.  These friends 

Newsletter Editor’s 
Corner...

will help lead the organization over 
the next year.  Also in these pages we 
will revisit those in our society who 
have led by example through service 
and scholarship to carry on our strong 
Florida horticultural tradition.  Maybe 
take the time to shoot an email of 
encouragement, congratulations, or 
support to our achievers and leaders.  
They keep our FSHS looking good.  
Also, I am already looking forward to 
the next meeting in St. Augustine.  I 
hope you are too.

Shawn Steed
�V�W�V�W�H�H�G�#�X�À���H�G�X

“Every moment and every event 
of every man’s life on earth plants 

something in his soul.”

   Thomas Merton

information, Section and presentation 
number, whether the paper is in the 
Student Competition or not, refereed or 
not, etc. If this information in not at the 
�W�R�S���R�I���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���S�D�J�H���R�I���W�K�H���P�D�Q�X�V�F�U�L�S�W����
it will go in as a non-refereed paper 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H���¿�U�V�W���D�X�W�K�R�U���Z�L�O�O���E�H���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�L�E�O�H��
for the payment charges. So make our 
jobs a little easier and have your paper 
in good condition when you send it out 
to ASHS. All papers go to ASHS to be 
logged and then they are sent to me and 
I take it from there. Early papers will 
be placed on the web in galley form as 
soon as we get them edited and set up.  
As I mentioned, be patient as papers 
may move a bit more slowly through 
the system initially. I look forward to 
reading many excellent papers this 
year. Good Luck!

Jan Narcisc
chipncody@gmail.com

Editor Continued from Page 3 UPCOMING  EVENTS
July 28-31, 2014

ASHS Annual Conference, Rosen Plaza Hotel, Orlando.

August 1-2, 2014
Florida Small Farms and Alternative Enterprises Conference, Osceola 
Heritage Park, Kissimmee.

August 13-14, 2014
Citrus Expo, Lee Civic Center, Ft. Myers.

August 21, 2014
Citrus Packinghouse Day - This year in Ft. Pierce! Indian River 
Research Center.

September 11-12, 2014
FFVA Annual Florida Agricultural Seminar; Doubletree by Hilton; 
Orlando at SeaWorld.

Events Continued on Page 7



5

126th   FSHS Honorary Member
Dr. James P. Syvertsen

For those of you who were in attendance of last year’s annual 
meeting, you will recall that there was not an announcement for 
the 126th FSHS Honorary Member of the Year.  The reason, the 
receiving member was on sabatical out of the country and was 
unable to accept his award. Realizing the time of services and 
his dedication to FSHS, both the 2012-2013 and the 2013-2014 
BODs decided to wait to announce the 126th Honorary Member 
�X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�¶�V���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�������,�W���Z�D�V���D���G�L�I�¿�F�X�O�W���W�L�P�H���N�H�H�S�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���X�Q�G�H�U��
wraps as this is usually a surprise to the receiving member. I’m 
sure you all realize the time the BOD had keeping this from the 
receipient.

James P. Syvertsen, born and raised in California, 
earned his B.A. in Biology (1970), his M.A. in Plant 
Ecology (1973) from California State University, 
and his Ph.D in Biology (1977) with emphasis on 
physiological plant ecology of desert species from 
New Mexico State University. He recently retired 
from the University of Florida/IFAS/Citrus Research 
and Education Center after 35 years. Presently he is an 
Emeritus Professor of Horticultural Science. During 
his career with UF/IFAS/CREC, Jim specialized in the 
“Environmental Stress Physiology of Citrus”. 

�-�L�P�� �¿�U�V�W�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G�� �D�Q�G�� �S�X�E�O�L�V�K�H�G�� �D�� �S�D�S�H�U�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H��
Proceedings of FSHS in 1983, and has been either the 
author or co-author of 33 papers and presentations 
throughout years as a member of FSHS. His research 
has involved rootstock water and nutrient relationships, 
citrus response to stresses from insects, diseases, 
pesticides, and mechanical harvesting. His research 
has also included environmental and nutritional effects 
on sheepnose of grapefruit, eradicating the condition. 
His most outstanding contribution  have been based 
�R�Q���E�H�Q�H�¿�W�V���R�I�� �V�K�D�G�H���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�L�Q�J���F�L�W�U�X�V���S�K�R�W�R�V�\�Q�W�K�H�V�L�V��
under hot, dry conditions and the salinity problems 
that have affected over-fertilized groves.

Over the years, Jim has received several awards. 
From 2008 to 2011 he received the University of 
Florida Research Foundation Professorship for 
“Distinguished Research Performance, Publications, 
Service and Commitment. In 2013, he was elected 
as an Honorary Member of FSHS and he received 
a Fulbright Research Scholarship award to research 
�À�R�R�G�L�Q�J�� �W�R�O�H�U�D�Q�F�H�� �L�Q�� �F�L�W�U�X�V�� �U�R�R�W�V�W�R�F�N�V�� �L�Q�� �6�D�O�W�R����
Uruguay. Most recently he has received the ISHS 
Lifetime Achievement Award for his outstanding 
contributions to Research and Education in Fruit Crop 
Physiology.

Under his leadership and his collaboration, several 
local and international meetings of horticultural 
focus have come to fruition. Jim was instrumental in 
the planning and success of the “2000 International 
Citrus Congress” in Orlando, The Florida Conference 
on Mechanical Harvesting in 2011, in addition to 
numerous growers meetings at CREC in Lake Alfred.

Most notably Jim has served FSHS as Vice 
President of the Citrus Section in 2006 and 2007, 
President in 2008, and Chairman of the Board in 
2009. He has been a member of the Best Paper 
Award Committee and Nominations Committee 
several times. He has served as the Citrus Section 
editor several times and has been instrumental in the 
�L�P�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�� �R�X�U�� �À�D�J�V�K�L�S�� �S�X�E�O�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���� �&�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\����
Jim serves as co-supervisor of the publication of the 
FSHS Newsletter.

It is with honor and privilege that James P. 
Syvertsen has been named the 2013 Honorary Member 
of the Florida State Horticultural Society.

Dr. James (Jim) P. Syvertsen.
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During its 127 years of history, few 
individuals have been as dedicated and loyal to 
FSHS as Dr. Jeff Brecht. Jeff received his B.A in 
Biology (1979) from Whittier College, Whittier, 
CA and Ph.D in Plant Physiology (1984) with 
emphasis on Ripening and Regulation of Ethylene 
Production in Nectarines from the University 
of California, Davis. Currently, Jeff is involved 
in research, extension, and the teaching of 
postharvest physiology and horticulture of fruits 
and vegetables and administration of the UF/
IFAS Center for Food Distribution & Retailing.

Jeff has always been a research leader at 
UF demonstrating the effects of postharvest 
procedures on maintenance of fruit and vegetable 
product quality and leading extension efforts on 
postharvest information through presentations at 
extension and FSHS meetings. Since its inception 
in 2004, Jeff has been the Director of the UF/
IFAS Research Center for Food Distribution 
and Retailing and he has been twice awarded a 
UFRF Professorship. He and his students have 
contributed greatly to FSHS. His research and 
extension programs have garnered many awards.

Jeff is a worldwide renowned horticulturist. 
�+�H�� �K�D�V�� �Z�R�U�N�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �8�6�$�,�'���� �$�V�L�D���3�D�F�L�¿�F��
Economic Cooperation Group, USDA FAS and 
has organized and/or has presented short courses 
in many countries. He has received many awards 
including:  Fellow of the American Society 
for Horticultural Sciences, 2006; Outstanding 
Extension Materials Award, Video Category, 
Amer. Soc. Hort. Sci., 2006, for “Worker Health 
and Hygiene Training Manual for Florida Produce 
Industry”; Outstanding Extension Materials 
Award, Fact Sheet Category, Amer. Soc. Hort. Sci., 
2003, for the series, “Good Agricultural Practices 
for the Production and Handling of – Selected 
Fruits and Vegetables”; Extension Publication 
Award, So. Region, Amer. Soc. Hort. Sci., 2003, 
for the series, Good Agricultural Practices for 
the Production and Handling of – Selected Fruits 
and Vegetables; Jim App Award for Outstanding 
Extension Design Team. FL107 Vegetable 
�3�U�R�G�X�F�W�L�R�Q���� �+�D�U�Y�H�V�W�L�Q�J���� �+�D�Q�G�O�L�Q�J�� �(�I�¿�F�L�H�Q�F�L�H�V��
and IPM in Florida, 2002; Educational Materials 
Award, Commercial Fruit, Vegetable and Herb 
Production category. Extension Division, 
American Society for Horticultural Science, 2000, 
for “D.N. Maynard and G.J. Hochmuth (eds.) 2000; 
Vegetable Production Guide for Florida (SP 170, 
revised)” (Chap. 18 author); Honorable Mention 
Paper Award, American Society of Agricultural 
Engineers, 1996; Vegetable Publication Award 
, American Society for Horticultural Science, 

1996; American Society of Agricultural Engineers Blue Ribbon Award, 
Educational Aids Competition, Fact Sheets, Circulars or Bulletins, 1992, 
Council Memorial Tomato Research Award, Florida State Horticultural 
Society,  1992; Outstanding Paper Awards, Handling and Processing 
Section, Florida State Horticultural Society, 1985, 1990, 1992, 1994, 
1995; Beta Beta Beta (National Honorary Biology Society); Dean’s 
List, Whittier College, 1975-79; John Greenleaf Whittier Scholarship, 
Whittier College, 1975-79 Fellow of the ASHS and twice University of 
Florida Research Foundation Professor.

127th Honorary Continued on Page 7

127th   FSHS Honorary Member
Dr. Jeffrey K. Brecht

Dr. Jeffrey K. Brecht
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Jeff has been an ardent and active FSHS member for 
over 30 years. With the exception of Program Coordinator, 
he has held every position within the society, often more 
than once. Jeff has been President and Chairman of the 
Board (2010-2011), Editor of the Proceedings in 2002, 
Secretary from 2005-2009, Sectional Editor for Handing 
and Processing 2007-2009 and again in 2011-2012, Krome 
2002, Vegetables 2003-2005, Member at large and Selection 
Committee for various years. As a voluntary Society, the 
FSHS relies on individuals like Jeff who have historical 
wisdom to keep the Board on track.

He is a passionate advocate for the society, and always 
ready to step up to the plate when needed, especially in last 
minute requests. Jeff has attended virtually every meeting 
since becoming a faculty member at UF, often bringing 
students and making multiple presentations of his work in 
postharvest of fruits and vegetables. During this time, he has 
authored or co-authored over 37 papers in the Proceedings. 
His contributions to Florida Horticulture through his work 
on extending shelf life and quality of produce have been 
numerous. 

It is with honor and privilege that Dr. Jeffrey K. Brecht 
has been named the 2014 Honorary Member of the Florida 
State Horticultural Society.

127th Honorary Continued from Page 6

2013 Presidential
Gold Metal Award

Dr. Jinhe Bai

2013 President’s
Industry Award

Mr. Kenneth D. Shuler

September 17-19, 2014
FFVA Annual Convention; The Ritz-Carlton, 
Naples.

September 25-27, 2014
The Landscape Show; Orange County 
Convention Center (OCCC), Orlando.

For Additional Conventions, 
Workshops, Training Events, etc. 
consult the UF/IFAS Extension 
Calendar at http://ifas.ufl.edu/
calendar-extension.php

Meeting Continued on Page 4
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Keynote Speakers:

Dr. Gary Mormino
Opening Session Speaker

 “Wondrous Fruit, Bountiful Land: From Truck
 Farms to Agribusiness”

Dr. Kevin Folta
General Session Speaker

 “Science Communication at the Public 
Interface: Transgenic (GMO) Technology”

Dr. Kelly Morgan
Extension Luncheon Speaker

 “Current and Future Goals of State-Wide 
Water Conservation/Quality and Best Management 

Practice Extension Programs”
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Patron Members

Dr. Ed Etxeberria Mr. David Hall

Student Scholarship Winners: Charles Barrett, Adam Caple, Aline Coelho Frasca, Emmanuel Torres Quezada, 
Elise Bourcier, Austin Grimshaw, Libin Wang, Mary Stevens, Cristina Pisani, Alireza Pourreza, Ashley Turner, 
Pardeepinder Brar, M G Ferdous Chowdhury
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2014 Student Best Presentation Award

Aline Coelho Frasca
First Place

Cristina Pisani
Second Place

Scott Croxton, Third Place
(Photo Unavailable)

2013 Best Paper Sectional Awards

Citrus:      Davie M. Kadyampakeni
Vegetable:     Sean R. McCoy
Krome Memorial Institute:   Peter Antione
Handling and Processing:   John A. Manthey
Ornamental, Garden and Landscape:  Nicholas Larsen
Natural Resources:    Maria Isabel Zamora Re

2013 Student Best Written Paper

First Place:  Luther C. Carson
Second Place:  Yanina D. Perez Cayo
Third Place:  Zhou Yang
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FSHS in St. Augustine, FL  May 31 – June 2, 2015

�]�^�d�–�Š�	�����������‡�‡�–�‹�•�‰
�	�‡�ƒ�–�—�”�‹�•�‰���ƒ�Ž�Ž���ƒ�•�’�‡�…�–�•���‘�ˆ���	�Ž�‘�”�‹�†�ƒ��

�Š�‘�”�–�‹�…�—�Ž�–�—�”�ƒ�Ž���‹�•�†�—�•�–�”�›���ƒ�•�†���”�‡�•�‡�ƒ�”�…�Š��

���Ž�ƒ�•���ƒ�Š�‡�ƒ�†���ƒ�•�†���„�”�‹�•�‰���–�Š�‡���ˆ�ƒ�•�‹�Ž�›���ƒ�–��
�Ž�‘�…�•�‡�†���‹�•���”�ƒ�–�‡�•

500 South Legacy Trail, St. Augustine, FL 32092
1.904.940-8000

http://www.marriott.com/hotels/hotel-information/fitness-center/jaxbr-world-golf-village-renaissance-st-augustine-resort /

CHECK -IN AND CHECK -OUT
Check-in: 4:00 PM
Check-out: 11:00 AM
Express Check-In and Express Checkout
Video Review Billing , Video Checkout

HIGH- SPEED INTERNET ACCESS
Lobby and public areas: Complimentary 
Wireless
Meeting rooms: Wireless, Wired

Hotel fitness center
Cardiovascular equipment
Free weights
Cardiovascular and weight equipment

Swimming
Outdoor pool (Heated seasonally)
Heated
Whirlpool

Activities
Biking trail
Jogging/fitness trail
Miniature golf
Sauna
Table tennis
Tennis

Family & Children's Activities
Outdoor Playground
Parent supervision required
18 Hole Putting Course
18-hole, natural -grass putting course
Fee: 5.00 USD

HIGHLIGHTS IN THE AREA

GOLF
World Golf Village (On-site)
King & Bear
Slammer & Squire
The Palencia Club 6 miles
Palencia
St. Johns Golf and Country Club 10 miles
St. Johns
Cimarrone Golf Club 13 miles
Cimarrone
The Golf Club at South Hampton 13 miles
South Hampton

ACTIVITIES
Biking trail
Jet-skiing
Jogging/fitness trail
Miniature golf
Sailing
Sauna
Table tennis
Water-skiing
Tennis

Sightseeing
Area Tour Services
Let those in the know show you around town
Ad Lib Luxury Tours
Historic St. Augustine
Gary Sass
1 904 8271845
Horse Carriage Tours
St. Augustine
Country Carriages
Lightner Museum
St. Augustine
Lightner Museum
St. Augustine Eco Tours
Historic St. Augustine
St. Augustine Eco Tours
St. Augustine Haunted Tours
St. Augustine
Ghosts and Gravestones
World Golf Hall of Fame Tour
World Golf Village
Hall of Fame


